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Brightside Publishing produce free, uplifting print 
magazines which showcase the bright side of towns 
and cities in Kent.

Our magazines are packed with features covering 
art and culture, music, business, food and drink, 
homes and interiors, local people, community issues 
and much more. They are also award-winning: in 
2024 four of Brightside Publishing’s magazines were 
awarded Kent Magazine of the Year at the Kent Press 
and Broadcast Awards. Brightside Publishing was also 
awarded the Kent Voices Award for featuring diverse 
and inclusive content and giving a voice to a wide 
variety of people and businesses in East Kent.

Our roots are in Margate where we launched our first 
magazine, the Margate Mercury, in 2016. Since then 
we have launched eight further titles, for Ramsgate, 
Broadstairs, Whitstable, Deal, Folkestone, Canterbury, 
Faversham and Rochester. Each magazine is led by 
an editor who lives locally and is passionate about 
their town, commissioning locals to write about 
what matters to locals. Our core team are all local, 
designers,  distributors and social media managers.

Our magazines are independent and unbiased in their 
content. We are also regulated by IMPRESS.
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The Margate Mercury is a quarterly 
print magazine about the seaside 
town of Margate in Kent. The 
magazine was launched in the 
summer of 2016 and features a 
range of stories covering art and 
culture, music, food and drink, 
community issues, and much more. 

About us

Laura Tait

Editor of the  
margate mercury

Originally from Edinburgh, Laura  
grew up in southeast London, where  
she later built her writing and editing career, 
including as an investigative journalist, 
a dating columnist, a brand creative and 
an author of two romantic comedy novels. 
A spontaneous move to Margate in 2017 
finally allowed her to get a dog; the stunning 
beaches and the town’s creative, welcoming 
community have been huge bonuses.  

laura@brightsidepublishing.com

Jen Brammer

Managing 
Director

Having led advertising teams in national 
and local publications for 20 years, Jen 
joined Clare to work on the Margate Mercury 
in November 2017, having moved to Margate 
earlier that year. The natural next step was 
to expand the brand across Thanet as a 
team, and now further along the East Kent 
coast. When not working on the magazines 
Jen can be found playing netball with 
friends or swimming in the tidal pool.

jen@brightsidepublishing.com

Lizzy 
Tweedale

Design director

Lizzy teamed up 
with founder Clare 
Freeman in 2016 
to create the first issue of the Margate 
Mercury and has been an instrumental 
member of the team ever since. For her 
work at Brightside she was awarded Kent 
Designer of the Year at the Kent Press 
and Broadcast Awards 2022. She lives in 
Margate with her dog Olive.

lizzy@brightsidepublishing.com



SAMPLE PAGES

Margate is home to an internationally- 
recognised artistic community. We have 
featured all aspects of the art scene 
in Margate: from articles exploring 
grassroots initiatives, to interviews with 
visiting artists and profiles on Margate-
based creatives.

ART & CULTURE



SAMPLE PAGES

We love to highlight the people making a 
positive difference to the town: from the 
campaigners forming a union to protect 
renters’ rights, to the pro-skaters building 
a world-class skate park for the local 
community, and the collective of young 
women championing diversity. 

COMMUNITY



FOOD & DRINK

SAMPLE PAGES

For a town of its size, Margate has an 
incredible selection of restaurants, bars 
and cafés. We feature reviews, news and 
in-depth articles on culinary themes, 
alongside mouth-watering images. 



Margate is famed for its music scene, 
hosting huge acts and nurturing a broad 
spectrum of musical talent. We’re proud 
to feature musicians from almost every 
genre; jazz to alt-pop, country to rock, new 
wave to dance. Our small town continues 
to make a big noise and we’re here to 
shout about it.  

MUSIC



Estimated annual 
readership 

34,000

Distribution

34,000 
a year

Available to read  
for free online:

brightsidepublishing.com/
margate-mercury/

Over

150+
stockists

Margate Stockists
VIEW FULL LIST here

Over

18,000
followers on  
social media

www.brightsidepublishing.com/stockists-2/

http://brightsidepublishing.com/margate-mercury/
http://brightsidepublishing.com/margate-mercury/
https://maps.app.goo.gl/XcjRJwpRasgkHVR99
http://www.brightsidepublishing.com/stockists-2/
http://www.brightsidepublishing.com/stockists-2/


@margatemercury

Contact
Jen Brammer | jen@brightsidepublishing.com | 07900588475

Sophie Batchelor | sophie@brightsidepublishing.com | 07534410401   
 
 

brightsidepublishing.com 

Testimonials

“I look forward to reading 
each edition. They make 
Margate come alive and 
show what a wonderful 
vibrant and creative place 
it is to live.” 

Carol

Margate Mercury reader

“Bubble have advertised 
within all Brightside 
magazines for over a year 
now to predominantly 
increase brand awareness 
locally.

The publications offer a 
key target audience for us 
and in turn have seen an 
increase in local enquiries 
and web searches since we 
started advertising.”

 
BEN ROWE,  
Bubble Studios

Advertiser across all Brightside 
publications 

“Our first advert in the 
Margate Mercury was in 
the spring of 2018 and 
we haven’t looked back. 
Whilst so many print 
publications have sadly 
fallen by the wayside, 
the Mercury continues to 
be a shining example of 
what’s possible in terms 
of editorial, photography 
and purpose. We have had 
work through our advert 
but our main reason for 
advertising is to show our 
support for the Mercury 
and the manner in 
which it draws our local 
community together.” 

Ian Priston, 
Boys and Maughan 

Margate Mercury advertiser

“I just picked up a copy of 
your free paper and may I 
say it’s like a breath of fresh 
air. All positive, plenty of 
interesting and informative 
articles. Well done.” 

Caronne

Margate Mercury reader

“I placed a quarter page 
in the winter issue of the 
Margate Mercury for my 
new business offering 
swimming lessons. The 
magazine has been out for 
just three days and I have 
already had two enquiries, 
so that’s such a good start. 
It’s often difficult to track 
advertising response, 
especially with print, 
but this is absolute proof 
that the Margate Mercury 
delivers.”

Rae Sims, 
Rising Tide

Margate Mercury advertiser

Publishing dates

Advert sizes

Please provide assets in pdf format, CMYK, 300 DPI, no bleed.  
We also offer a design service from £25. Contact us for more details.

W: 240mm  
x 

H: 315mm

W: 240mm  
x  

H: 154mm

W: 117mm  
x 

H: 154mm
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Issues  
2026

Publication 
date 

Deadline to 

book 

Artwork  
deadline

Distribution

MM Spring 26 February 29 January 5 February 8000

MM Summer 28 May 30 April 3 May 10000

MM Autumn 27 August 30 July 6 August 8000

MM Winter 26 November 29 October 5 November 8000

* A £20 premium will be charged for all summer issues due to a higher distribution

Ad Size 1 ad 2-3 4-6 7-10 11-15 16-20 21+

Full page £510 £485 £440 £410 £370 £335 £320

Half page £290 £260 £245 £230 £210 £195 £180

Quarter page £170 £155 £145 £130 £120 £115 £110

Advertising rates  +VAT

http://brightsidepublishing.com 

