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Brightside Publishing produce free, uplifting print
magazines which showcase the bright side of towns
and cities in Kent.

Our magazines are packed with features covering

art and culture, music, business, food and drink,
homes and interiors, local people, community issues
and much more. They are also award-winning: in
2024 four of Brightside Publishing’s magazines were
awarded Kent Magazine of the Year at the Kent Press
and Broadcast Awards. Brightside Publishing was also
awarded the Kent Voices Award for featuring diverse
and inclusive content and giving a voice to a wide
variety of people and businesses in East Kent.

Our roots are in Margate where we launched our
first magazine, the Margate Mercury, in 2016.

Since then we have launched six further titles, for
Ramsgate, Broadstairs, Whitstable, Deal, Folkestone
and Canterbury. Each magazine is led by an editor
who lives locally and is passionate about their town,
commissioning locals to write about what matters

to locals. Our core team are all local, designers,
distributors and social media managers.

Our magazines are independent and unbiased in their
content. We are also regulated by IMPRESS.

Kent Press &

Broadcast

BROADSTAIRS BEACON
FOLKESTONE FOGHORN
MARGATE MERCURY
WHITSTABLE WHISTLER

Kent Magazine of the Year
2024

BRIGHTSIDE PUBLISHING

Kent Voices Award,
Clare Freeman
2024
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Eve Chataway ¢ 4%  HannahAttwell
EDITOR - -7 DESIGNER

Eve has lived in Whitstable for seven years, having | Hannah has over

previously resided in sunny Sydney, Australia. She i} e thirty years experience

has a wealth of experience as an Editor, having designing and art-

worked for several years at a homes and interiors =+ directing magazines for

publishing company providing columns and £ /. national publishing companies.
supplements for publications including the Daily o [ She moved to Whitstable in 2005 to bring
Telegraph, Evening Standard, Woman & Home and s up her children and as well as working
Sunday Times. = o as a freelance designer, she enjoys screen

The Whitstable Whistler = ) . o 0y printing, gardening and walking her two
is a quarterly print o eve@brightsidepublishing.com “ et dachshunds on the beach.
magazine about the seaside e _— _— | "~ hannah@brightsidepublishing.com
town of Whitstable in : = = T W S i
Kent. The magazine was
launched in spring 2021 and
features a range of stories
covering art and culture,
music, food and drink, local
people and much more.

Annabel joined Brightside
ublishing as Whitstable Whistler
Distributor in spring 2023. As a
esident and holiday cottage owner since

2016, Annabel’s local interest helps drive
her reach to stockists throughout the town
and beyond. Favourite pastimes include
walking fox terrier rescue Teddy.
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Johe Wonke-exue e . BEARS ICE
cream shep slap bang In CREAM'S

the High Street. the ideal
ETON MESS

place to grab a cooling
cone on a summer's day SERVES 4

INGREDIENTS

FOOD & DRINK

Tuks & fiowars seft-sarve koo croam
forvaiable in stoe)

Shcraberies

il

Shrenvbemy plres

Bobomiz gloze

Mesngpies,

Our food and drink pages
feature the latest food news
for the town, as well as more
in-depth features on local
culinary business owners and
entrepreneurs. For instance, in
our spring issue we launched
our Community Kitchen series,
highlighting seasonal recipes
from our local eateries.
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COMMUNITY

We love to highlight the people
making a positive difference to
the town. For instance, for our
summer cover story we rolled up
our sleeves up to hear more about
the ongoing restoration plans
on one of the last oyster yawls in
Whistable’s working harbour.
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A VESSE

THE PEOPLE

Writer
Thearte Figueira

Fhotographer
Whitstabie Photographic
Company / Alex Hare

Duarte Figueira meets
the Whitstable Maritime
volunteers restoring the
Gamecock oyster yawl
and hears their plans to
buoy community spirit
with its return

hen you ger close you
realise how gracehl and
weell named Lhe Cameoock
5. Witheour fus mass
and rigging. bt is not yer a premy
sailing vessel, But its hull fanes
aut powerfully at the bow before
smoothing Inwards and then upwards
at the stern, just as its namesake’s tail
winled, Thase smooth lines ensuned
it was a champion in its heyday,
winning several oysuer yawl races a
hundred years ugo,

That was no rean feat in those
days. There were up to Bo yawls
dredging in the Swale, supplying
perhaps holl of Lendon’s oysters,
Building, salling and repairing them
was key to the local economy, 5o
the Curnecock is more Lhan just &
sakling vesssl - its almoat the last
representative of a seafaring tradition
thar runs deep through Whirstable's
TMA

Tast sumneer the Garacock was
gently lifred ono the East Quay of
Whirstable Harbour, Now vistble
o the public without abatructing
harbour rraffie, I bs being lovingly
restored 1o s prime by the dedicaned
svoluntests of Whitstable Soaritime.
The charity’s mission is to strengthen
the town's econamy by bullding on
s my e trackitions and cre Ies

fomsnder and chair, Gordon Vinesnt,
enthuses on the significance of the
Gamecock to Whitsable's heritage.
“For me what is remarkable iz that
we have the opportunity to restone ko
worklng erder a 42 foor oyster yawl
that was built on Island Wall in 1gay

by Whitstable shipwrights, the Collar
Brothers, was worked afl e life in
the Swale hy Whitatahle oystermen,
Including the Stronds, was eventually
rescued from oblivion in the 19508 by
w local fisherman, Bill Cobem
ks novw being restared by Whil
volunteers for use by lts resldents and
wisitors.”

The same enthusinsm mns through
everyone invelved In the projeet.
Perer Kalopsidiotls, volunteer team
leader, explains thit just now they
are deciding which deck beams
need replacernent rather than
on. He points out the gquay

“Local groups
of all ages
and abilities
should have
an opportunity
to experience
sailing an oyster
yawl, as their
ancestors did”
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¥ Pt Kalogidioll, velundes leam lvadw

space loaned o Whirstable Marltime
by neighbouring Brem Aggregates,
whene wodsd pieces remaoved from the
Gamecock are |ald down for repalr.
He also emphasises how helpful
harbour master Mike Wier, and his

E nt hivve besn in helping the
team vo “heg. barrow ar buy” whar
they need For the work,

EXhxvict Britten, ome of the volunieers
warking on the beams, recounts how
he got Invalved. When he retired he
sveecled 1o stay busy and hod initially
helped cut at the local hospital and
hospies. Bur the pandermnie had
curtiailed that type of volumeering b

14 communNTy

and he'd moved on o The Gemenack
project. A year ago he was pumping
water out of the vessel before it was
broughl back to Whitstable [rom
Faversham croek, Mow he is helping
e repair time's ravages to jts timbers,

Corden Vineent stresses the
degree of local business and other
bodies’ commitment o the project:
“Onme of the great joys of working
on this projeet bs the support from
the local community. For example,
Rarton International has offerad
e make waditlonal wooden blocks
for the rigging. 1ICOM has offered
1o [ie o marine radio and navigation
equipment, SeaGl are helping fund
a new marine engine. While the
Harbour Board has provided th
berth nnd Alan Snley of Boauh
of Faversham has offered wocraft
the mast. Alan seeved his own
agprenticeship in a boat-building yard
on Island Wall, All of these companies
have firm reots inthe lecal marlne
industry”

Motwithstaneding all this suppeort,
the restoration remains a big job.
Aswell ag the deck replacement
and installation of new rigging. it
includes fitting a new stern, galley,
berths and engine. The work will b
carried our under the supervision of

VOLUNTEERS

TOF LEFT: MIDDLE RIGHT:
Ftur Ralopsidiot. Mergan Lewis,
weluntwer fwam shigwrighl an
leader. Fhoto: the project
Dusartes Figuan A

TOR BIGHT: David Briten
Gordon Vincent betwean deck
ol Whikiable beama
Maririme

toeal shipwright Morgan Tewis
like-for-like materials and traditional
echnigues,

The charlty aims 1 have the
Gramerock senwerthy by 22y il
the £i0,000 1arger funding canbe
secured. [s efforts were recently
besoasted when Kent brewer Shephend
Neame annownced w contribution to
the project.

When the restaratton is complete
Whitstable Maritime has a host
of ideas for eailing the vessel and
is consldering options for how
the Gamecock will earn its living.
Veesent thinking inchdes providing
sail training for yeungsters and
sducational and team building
opportunities for disadvantaged
voung people, Marine research
Is another possible avenue being
exploted, a3 s march-racing It along




ARTS & MUSIC

We love to feature a range of local
artists, musicians and makers
in the magazine. For instance,
in our winter issue, we grabbed

a swift one with Whitstable’s
original foul-mouthed feminists,
Profanity Embroidery Group, to

hear why swearing makes you
smarter (and stronger).
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B, COMM
THREAD

Wiiter
Cherd Percy

Photographer
Jack Eames

Our editor Cheri Percy sits
down with Whitstable's
original foul-mouthed
feminists, the Profanity
Embroidery Group, to hear
why swearing makes you
smarter and shronger

{and you better bloody
believe i)

efore | arrive o1 Alson Fitzgerald's

house on Borstal Hill lor FEG

Heights, ag i’ affectionately

known inthe group), | spot
awoman fully clad in pellow. She'’s
entering a driveway behiind & owering
e Bedpe and Lknow Nmalmost in
the right place. Ahead of our shoct today,
co-founder Annie Taylor has rallied the
troops together in matching yellow garb
to bring some much-needed sunshine
(and swearing] to the incoming darker
mornths. For a bunch ol artbs farmed for
thefr colowrful language though, its no
the first time that Profanity Embroidery
Group has gons bright and bald,

Lasz year saw the foulmouthed flack
take part inthe Craltivist Collective's
climate campabgn, Canary Craftivists.
Teaming up with founder Sarah Corbetr,
the project championed a cleane: and
greenes world for all. Crafters acros
the UK were encournged 1o send local
MPs small handmadecanary gifts with
thoughr-proveling reminders of our
waorld s welfareand for the government
Lo push s dimate commitmenis. The
PEG productions were mosily made
from scrap or foraged materials, But
naturally they brougi a bit of their own
signanre sause 1o the stitching, “Tsaid
to Sarah, we'll do it a litrle bit our way.”
begins Annie, “and she was like, “That's
ourse, she stared seeing
the photos popping up. One Sunday
morning I had this rext. Obviously we've
mot been very gerttle and 1 aeid w her,
Well, the thing Is, we've liverally got sh™t
in theasal™

This kind of direct response is
preciscly whar makes Whitstable's
Prefanity Embroldery Group so
refreshing, particularly againsta
current political backdrop of woolly
inastion. In fact. comeadian Kathy Burke
commended the group Br their punk
approach tothe (sometlnes antguated)
rtion of a femnle led comamittes in
2onigs All Womten serics on Channel 4
Burke found the south-east searand-
sirws on Twiller asan alernativeto
the producers’ hopes to interview tha
Wormnen's Instiiure. Now 25 members
strong, PEG mee every Iwo weeks,
comirg together 1o craft their latest
wark, needling naughty werds onto
quiles, cushion covers and curated pleces
that are soid acrees the UK. And it'sin
thia setting that | next mest up with the
blasphemous bunch. buddled around
the open fireside at the Duke witha
steady stream of thubarb gin ard tonies.

No lenger the docile, voiceless pastime
you might associate with Regency-
style manor houses, the bumble art of
embreidery has come tosymbolise the
strength and power of a woman’s privace
tres splete. “Pecple sy, "What a waste
ofbeautiful ambroidery 1o ruin itwith
swenr words.” As ifit should only be
flowvers,” axclaims FEG member Sarah
Jesset “But swear words arebeautiful

on embioidery!” seasons Emily Turmer.
“That's kind of the expectation, isnt
It that women 4o gonna sit there and
embroider things. We've sat in here boads
oft s ernbroidering stuff and the
menane over there and they COTE OVET.
Theey're like, 'O, cha 4
Bridget Carpenter w wihcked laugh,

Speaking of subventing wemen's
roles, the Profanity Embreidery Grouph
latest teamrup sees them participating
in Brighton-based artist and lectumer
Vanessa Marr's Domestic Dusters
Open Call, The collaborative project
(e ko= Buarke's series) explones.
COrternporary perspectives cnthe
aeveryday lives of women, inviting
pamizipants to embeoider their thoughts,
and frustrations as woeds or images onto
a el low dusrer. The dleani ng cloths will
then be sirung together like brightly
weoloured bunting, a familiar feswon il
you've already spocted some of PEGS
proud works around Whitatabic.

“Age our knickers coming down
then? asks langstanding wml—-c.-:hn
Lewis over the table to Anmie, “The
knickers arealready down,” she answers,
swiflly with a grin. For year
profanity embroidered pants weloomed
pumntersat the Twelve Taps Gin Bar,
Mow the local watering hole will proudly
dizplay thedusters as thelr new-look
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axhibition down the road ot the Fighslab
Gallery.

Even since they began sharing their
work in 2e14, Profanity Embroidery
Group has been pushing peophes
butions, And not just the vintage ones
they've seored from Sally at Anchor's
Aweigh for their latest designs. When
the group first came to axhibit [quite by
accicent) back in 3.4, it was remarkable
howe litele time i 100k to rike the crowds,
asAnnie reflecs: “T was on the beach
with the degand T got this phoce call
abow zo.a5am going, We've had a
complaine?’ This was half an howr inco
tha first exhibition!” Very mmach fans
of the make-do and mend appreach,
their compromise imeoheed hanging
hugesiretches ol bubble wrap upat the
window o make the content of the show
myire discreet Bk, 43 Annie reasons,
"SHmepo wouldnt come in
bu::uu-lhr_-’, thought it Jooked oo
ey’

For the groups upcoming exhibition,
they've decided 1o quite lherally take
thingsi hesi ¢ owen hands by stiteliing
together a glant tapestry to dress the
wirdew for those who need a bit mae
cottan wool cocooning their eraft. The
banner alzo gives them a chance 10 gat b

14  ARTS & CULTURE

WHITSTABLE WHISTLER

back into the swing of things after the
last fewr years. As Annie jokes, “Doing
something we can stich quie badly
in the pub, i doeen’t matter [fwe get
beeron it.” But s not all cutragad
criea for censorship in responsete their
wark, as Emily recalls: “Onewoman
came inand said, *Oh, Tvecome from
Seazaher church’, and 'm ke, ‘Okay,
you know whal this s, right? IU's a sweany
thing.' Yeah, that's why I've come!” she
respondad, "We've just done a workshop
onhow toembrace your inner %
becanse sometimes you just need 1o say
fk" Dumbfounded Emily admits,
“That'll teach me to jxdge someone who
walks through the deont”
Regardless of erend or colour, there is
something liberating about embracing
the right expletive. Indeed, researchers
al the Universty of Rochester In New
Yorkquizzed 1,000 people about 200
typical behaviours and discovered a
atrong link berweon imolligence and
awearing. Batherthan being the signof

“People say,
‘What a waste
of beautiful
embroidery
to ruin it with
swear words.’

But swear words
are beaufiful on

study - published in the Longuoge Scdence

joumal back in Movember 2015 = found
that swearing proficlensy was a Sgn

of theterical strength. "And integrivy,”
believes Sazah. "1 dont trust people who
don't swear, I'm mose likely toopen up
1o somehody who can be honest and
ot filter themsedves ™ [ts not just a
signaf integrity but also a valid coping
mchanksm acconding 1o Dy Ralladlo
Antonio, a counseling peychologis:

and the dinical director and founder

of Therapy Central. "Swearingcan
have a tuly liberaning effect when wate
J'len.; ‘bottlod up with frustration,” he
says. “Saying the F-word, or simtlar can
have an immediate calming impact

an the diffizult emotions we might be
experiencing.”

The Profanity Embroidery Group
appreciates these merits having attended
the launch party for Emma Byme’s book
Swearing IsGaood Fir You, in which she
argues that cur mest cherished dirmy
wogds are in fact both big and clever.
Sarah remermbers her own first forays
Ireo fioud language and the freedom
st felt i dhoing so (despite ber Gather's
neaction), ] started swea ring when [was
12 1 said ‘bloody” [and] my dad would
say, ‘Do you hanve 19 sary thar?' And Twas
like, Yeah, T do.” Becanse it was the only

word that would express what [Twanted
tosay.” But then there's always been g bit
of a baromeater wher it COMEs 1o Women's
rape. Something Emily knows all oo
well tapping into the levels of our vulgar
vosenb in herwork,

T madea ometer. I was bought
by a peychiatrist in Guildford for her
waiting rom,” she admirsdryly. “I did 2
[arimy thing teoand that was bought by
a gynacologist! Some people find it really
easy [but] I'm muxch welrder about it than
Tthought 1 would be fwhen it comes tal
stitching it down, ['ve never stitched
SC**tf™ At this peint, Saroh beans acroas
the table to quiz Bridget about whathear
she's upped the ante on her swearwonds,
Legend hasir, s was goed at stitching
e pot so good s swearing when ste
first joined, “That's whas they used 1o
say,”she smiles. "Bul that's an urban
myth, [ grew up with three brothers. Do

woul think [didn’t know about swearing?”™

Omly now, of course, theidea of
awearing is no longsr reserved for the
loud and lairy eldes brothers or the
catcallers on the street after a night our.
By erafling shapper slippers and adding
same poodle pizazs to the ides of being
silly bisch, Profanity Embroidery Group
i reclaiming what once were words
used against them into the armour fora

new peneration, starting with Bridget's
oorn growing grandchildren, "T've got

an etgh-year-old granddaughter and
shelooks at my work around the housa,
've pot one and 1 1ays "Shit happens”
and she said, "Td like that ane for my
becdroom.” Because shit does happen. 1t's
about learning to undsrstand when it's
appropriate™ And even iFir wasn,
saliz to say PEG would call bollocks 1o
that anway.

The Profanity Embroideny Group's
domesticity exhibition launches on
14 February of Fishslab Gallery, 11
Onctord S8 Pick vp a copy of their
bloody briliani beok, Pk O, I'm
Sewlngl Swearing and Sewing That
Will Hove You In Stifches from your
lncal bookshop or via hive.co,uk

RY YOUR HAND

The deadline lor inal subrmissiens

o Vonessa Mon's domesilc dustfers
must arrive in fhe posl by 30 January
2023 Contact her al domesticdusters.
wordpress.comdcontact-us/
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Please provide assets in pdf format, CMYK, 300 DPI, no bleed.
We also offer a design service from £25. Contact us for more details.

“Bubble have advertised
within all Brightside
Publications magazines
for over a year now to
predominantly increase
brand awareness locally.

The publications offer a
key target audience for us
and in turn have seen an
increase in local enquiries
and web searches since we
started advertising.”

BEN ROWE,
BUBBLE STUDIOS

All Brightside publications

Testimonials

“It can usually be difficult
to understand how well
advertising works, so
when clients say they saw
my ad in the Ramsgate
Recorder, it’s great to know
it’s working.”

HANNAH RZYSKO

LIFE COACH AND
YOGA THERAPIST

Ramsgate Recorder

“I placed a quarter page

in the winter issue of the
Margate Mercury for my
new business offering
swimming lessons. The
magazine has been out for
just three days and I have
already had two enquiries,
so that’s such a good start.
It’s often difficult to track
advertising response,
especially with print,

but this is absolute proof
that the Margate Mercury
delivers.”

RAE SIMS, RISING TIDE

Margate Mercury

“Our first advert in the
Margate Mercury was in
the spring of 2018 and we
haven’t looked back. While
so many print publications
have sadly fallen by the
wayside, the Mercury
continues to be a shining
example of what’s possible
in terms of editorial,
photography and purpose.
We have had work through
our advert but our main
reason for advertising is to
show our support for the
Mercury and the manner
in which it draws our local
community together.”

IAN PRISTON,
BOYS & MAUGHAN

Margate Mevcury

Advertising rates +VAT

AD SIZE 1AD 2-3 4-6 7-10 11-15 16-20 21+

Full page £490 £465 £420 £390 £350 £315 £300 C ont a Ct
Half page £270 £240 £225 £210 £190 £175 £160

Quarter page | £150 £135 £125 £110 £100 £95 £90

* A £20 premium will be charged for all summer issues due to a higher distribution

Publishing dates

ISSUES PUBLICATION DEADLINE TO ARTWORK DISTRIBUTION
2026 DATE BOOK DEADLINE

WW Spring 12 March 12 February 19 February 7000

WW Summer 4 June 7 May 14 May 8000

WW Autumn 10 September | 13 August 20 August 7000

WW Winter 3 December 5 November 12 November | 7000

Jen Brammer | jen@brightsidepublishing.com | 07900588475
Sophie Batchelor | sophie@brightsidepublishing.com | 07534410401

BRIGHTSIDEPUBLISHING.COM

D Jod

@whitstablewhistler
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