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Brightside Publishing produce free, uplifting print 
magazines which showcase the bright side of towns 
and cities in Kent.

Our magazines are packed with features covering 
art and culture, music, business, food and drink, 
homes and interiors, local people, community issues 
and much more. They are also award-winning: in 
2024 four of Brightside Publishing’s magazines were 
awarded Kent Magazine of the Year at the Kent Press 
and Broadcast Awards. Brightside Publishing was also 
awarded the Kent Voices Award for featuring diverse 
and inclusive content and giving a voice to a wide 
variety of people and businesses in East Kent.

Our roots are in Margate where we launched our 
first magazine, the Margate Mercury, in 2016. 
Since then we have launched six further titles, for 
Ramsgate, Broadstairs, Whitstable, Deal, Folkestone 
and Canterbury. Each magazine is led by an editor 
who lives locally and is passionate about their town, 
commissioning locals to write about what matters 
to locals. Our core team are all local, designers,  
distributors and social media managers.

Our magazines are independent and unbiased in their 
content. We are also regulated by IMPRESS.
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Rachel Woollett 
editor

Medway native Rachel has been editing 
and writing for national and international 
publications for more than 25 years, in both 
features and news. She is passionate about 
shining a spotlight on everything Rochester has to 
offer – from its fascinating history to its vibrant arts 
scene and its close-knit sense of community. Rachel 
also writes and edits fiction and has won prizes for  
her comedy writing.

rachel@brightsidepublishing.com

The Rochester Rocket is a 
triannual print magazine 
designed to champion the 
community of Rochester. 
The magazine will launch 

in spring 2026 and will 
feature a range of stories 
covering art and culture, 

music, food and drink,  
and much more.

Jen Brammer 
managing director

Having led advertising teams in national 
and local publications for 20 years, Jen 
joined Clare to work on the Margate Mercury 
in November 2017, having moved to Margate 
earlier that year. The natural next step was 
to expand the brand across Thanet as a 
team, and now further along the East Kent 
coast. When not working on the magazines 
Jen can be found playing netball with 
friends or swimming in the tidal pool.

jen@brightsidepublishing.com

Lizzy 
Tweedale 
Design director

Lizzy teamed up 
with founder Clare Freeman to  
create the first issue of the Margate 
Mercury in 2016 and has been an 
instrumental member of the team ever 
since. For her work at Brightside she was 
awarded Kent Designer of the Year at the 
Kent Press and Broadcast Awards 2022. 
She lives in Margate with her dog Olive.

lizzy@brightsidepublishing.com
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SAMPLE PAGES

We love to showcase Canterbury’s 
buzzing food and drink scene in the 
magazine, from the people behind 

community kitchens to the owners of 
esteemed vineyards. We also have a 

review of a cafe in each issue and  
the latest openings. 

CANTERBURY COURIER
FOOD & DRINK



SAMPLE PAGES

We love to feature a range of local 
artists, musicians and makers  
in the magazine. For instance, 
in our winter issue, we grabbed 

a swift one with Whitstable’s 
original foul-mouthed feminists, 
Profanity Embroidery Group, to 
hear why swearing makes you 

smarter (and stronger). 

WHITSTABLE WHISTLER
ARTS & MUSIC

SAMPLE PAGES

SAMPLE PAGES
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From  
salvage to 
SOUL

Emma Jane Palin explores how Jemelia 
of House De’Ville has begun to transform 

her Margate kitchen with thoughtful 
salvaging and clever repurposing

It’s not often that an Instagram post 
stops you in your tracks, but when 
Jemelia Whitaker – the creative 
force behind Northdown Road’s 

vintage lifestyle store House De’Ville 
– shared an update on her kitchen 
renovation, I was drawn in hook, line 
and sinker. Having seen Jemelia’s 
previous home, I knew she was a dab 
hand at DIY and often resourceful with 
her design choices, but the process 
undertaken for her new abode has taken 
things to a new level.

When Jemelia bought the two-
bedroom house in October 2024, it  
was the west-facing garden and back  
of the house that charmed her, and as  
I arrived at the property early evening 
it was clear why. Golden light streamed 
through the back of the house, creating 
a peaceful setting in which to cook 
and dine or sit and chat. Jemelia saw 
potential in what is now the kitchen 
(previously a bathroom), and decided 
to turn it into her dream hosting space. 
With her small budget she chose to live 
elsewhere while undertaking a kitchen 
and bathroom refit, rewiring and a 
roof repair. While this quickly saw her 
renovation pot drained, the property 
is now in a liveable state while she 
continues to work at a slower pace.

The kitchen itself is testament to 
Jemelia’s extensive career in sustainable 
fashion, with much of the materials 
being sourced from other areas of the 
house renovation or via secondhand 
marketplaces. “I really wanted to reuse as 
much as we could and keep the history 
in the house,” she explains. “My dad 
was a carpenter and project manager, 
so I grew up on building sites and we 
always renovated our house. My mum 
and dad would take us to salvage yards, 
so vintage materials feel homely to me.” 

While on a particular salvage hunt 
around Kent with her mum, in this 
case at Junk to Gems in Canterbury, 
Jemelia stumbled upon a large wooden 
sideboard with aged panels and rustic 
iron handles. After a quick measure 
– “I always have a tape measure on 
hand” – it was love at first sight, and the 
sideboard became the anchor for her 
farmhouse-style kitchen vision.

Working with local builders Maxted 
Construction, she set to work designing, 
and that original salvaged piece now 
forms the base of her kitchen units. 
“The key is to have good carpenters that 
are happy to work around what you 
want,” she explains. “They will mould 
things to fit.”

Old timber doors sourced from RG 
Scott were also reworked to become 
kitchen cupboards, which will ► 

Photographer 
Emma Jane Palin
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Photographer 
Alex Calinescu

Writer 
Jim Biddulph 

We visit artist Alex Calinescu in her stunning 
home and studio in Garlinge, a transformed 
Victorian school which breathes again with 
new life and light

FFrroomm  sscchhooooll  
ttoo  ssttuuddiioo

The Old School in Garlinge is an 
eye-catching landmark nestled 
in the centre of the village. Clad 
in vernacular Kentish flint with 

limestone blockwork, its material palette 
and symmetrical form are synonymous 
with the Victorian period during which 
it was built. In recent times, local 
residents became familiar with plywood 
shuttering boards covering the windows 
and doors during a period of dereliction 
and closure. But all that began to change 
in 2021 when artist Alex Calinescu 
bought the building at auction, and now 

it has been lovingly restored to create a 
beautiful home and studio. 

The school originally opened its doors 
in 1854 after a two-year construction, 
which cost a grand total of £606 and 
was funded by the church and local 
residents. It was run by St John’s Church 
of Margate and initially consisted of a 
single hall space, which was subdivided 
into two identical rooms via a large 
curtain. Pupils entered through two 
doorways, with boys taught on one side 
and girls separately on the other. 

By 1864 it played host to 50 students 
and in 1872, the same year that Garlinge 
became a separate parish, an additional 
hall of similar proportions was added and 
also used as a Sunday school. However, 
by 1930 the modest pair of halls could no 
longer accommodate the growing number 
of children in the village and a new school 
was built. In the years that followed, the 
space was used as a church hall and 
utilised by numerous community groups, 
with a third storage space added onto the 
back of the building, which for many years 
included the well stocked (and fortified) 
Scout tuck shop. 

It’s a building that evokes a visceral 
sense of its past both inside and out, 
something that then London-based ► 

When it comes to sourcing items from a 
local designer or scouring our range of 
vintage shops for that one off piece, we 
love to highlight the Margate residents 

who know how to make the most of what 
the town has to offer when designing 

their spaces. 

MARGATE MERCURY 
SPACES

SAMPLE PAGES
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As the golden light of autumn 
returns to Margate and the 
sea air takes on a crisper note 
– my favourite time of the 

year – many of us feel the urge to cosy 
up our homes. Autumn is the perfect 
time to refresh interiors ahead of the 
Christmas season, and there’s no need 
to look further than our high streets, our 
creatives and indeed our own cupboards. 
Here’s how to embrace the season, using 
the talents and treasures found right 
here in Margate.

Interior designer and stylist Emma 
Jane Palin explores seasonal interior 
updates with Margate’s local touch

WARM UP WITH
TEXTILES

 
Nothing says autumn like soft, tactile 
materials, earthy tones and layers of 
blankets and cushions. For neutral basics 
in natural materials, head to Scissortail 
Home on Hawley Street. For something 
a little more bespoke, local designers 
such as Sophie of Epoch Studio and 
Joanna of Rudy’s House (both pictured 
above in my own abode) create one-of-a-
kind, handwoven and repurposed pieces 
that will add character and warmth to 
your living room or bedroom.

TIME FOR DIY
 

While repainting your home is not a 
seasonal necessity, the lower light gives 
insight into our homes in a darker setting. 
In fact, it’s the perfect condition for DIY, 
and a simple lick of paint can transform 
a room. For colour advice tailored to 
your home and lighting – there’s a 
shameless plug coming – I offer at-home 
consultations to help you select the right 
undertones for your space, which is by far 
the most common mistake when it comes 
to paint. Margate Decorators’ Merchants 
on Northdown Road is your go-to for all 
the tools, brushes and gear needed for a 
satisfying weekend makeover.

ADD MOOD
LIGHTING
Darker evenings call for soft, layered 
lighting, so ditch the harsh overheads and 
hunt for table lamps, wall lights and floor 
lamps. Margate is a goldmine for vintage 
lighting, so no need to head online. 
Junk Deluxe and Paraphernalia offer an 
eclectic mix of retro fittings and restored 
classics, and there are charity shops 
aplenty for avid thrifters. If you luck out 
on a retro find, Mike at The Light Keeper 
in Studio J1H at Westwood Cross can 
help to repair and restore it. ►

Falling for  Falling for  
autumnautumn

Photographer 
Emma Jane Palin
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Patchwork throw  
and cushion  
@epoch.textiles

Velvet cushion  
@rudys_house_upholstery

Margate prawn and 
seaweed plate  
@harbourandtide x  
@dottie_and_cloud

Incense  
@thegoldenaltar

Snake incense holder  
@somecreatures_

Lavender stick  
@onawhimmargate

Books  
@thevitamindproject  
@lifeunstyled

PRODUCTS 
FEATURED:

LAYER IN LOCAL ART
& CERAMICS

 
Sometimes you just need a little 
dopamine hit to make your home feel 
fresh, and thankfully, Margate has 
a thriving creative scene to enable 
that. Whether it’s a single vase from a 
ceramicist found at Margate Ceramics 
Market (29 to 30 November) or a piece of 
artwork from local art champions such as 
The Lido Stores or The Store Collective, 
choosing local adds authenticity and 
soul to your space. I often add to my 
ever-growing plate wall when the need 
for something new hits, and the seaside-
themed collaboration between Harbour 
& Tide and Dottie & Cloud is surely 
something that should adorn every 
Margate home.

MAKE TIME FOR YOU
It’s probably cliché to act as if autumn is a 
month for pumpkin lattes and a reset, but 
I always feel better having an afternoon 
off screen and curled up with a good 
book. You Are Home by Africa Daley-
Clarke and Create by Emily Henson are 
both publications by local authors who 
bring personality to their interiors and 
writing style. Further reading with a hot 
drink, toasty blanket and a couple of 
phone-free hours is encouraged.

 
SCENT THE SEASON

 
I’m a sucker for scents. There’s something 
that a well made candle or incense stick 
does to your home, especially when it’s 
miserable outside. My favourite place 
in town to head for smells is the quaint 
gift shop On A Whim, which stocks 
fragranced papers and hard-to-find 
brands road-tested by owners Will and 
Anna. Local business The Golden Altar 
is also stocked in Harbour & Tide where 
you’ll find small pick-me-ups to bring 
a restorative environment. Choose 
warming scents that feed into feelings of 
nostalgia or comfort, most importantly 
making your home smell like your home. 

For more interior inspiration, follow 
Emma at @emmajanepalin and 
check out her DIY and decorating 
store @ourcuratedabode 



Available to read  
for free online:

brightsidepublishing.com/
read-online/

Annual distribution

28,000 
a year

7000 
copies per issue

80+
expected 
stockists

Publishing dates
Issues  
2026

Publication 
date 

booking 
deadline

Artwork  
deadline

Distribution

Rochester Rocket Summer 14 May 16 April 23 April 7000

Rochester Rocket Autumn 13 August 16 July 23 July 8000

Rochester Rocket Winter 19 November 22 October 29 October 7000

Ad Size 1 ad 2-3 4-6 7-10 11-15 16-20 21+

Full page £490 £465 £420 £390 £350 £315 £300

Half page £270 £240 £225 £210 £190 £175 £160

Quarter page £150 £135 £125 £110 £100 £95 £90

Advertising rates  +VAT

Please provide assets in pdf format, CMYK, 300 DPI, no bleed.  
We also offer a design service from £25. Contact us for more details.

FULL

W: 240mm  
x 

H: 315mm

1/2

W: 240mm  
x  

H: 154mm

1/4

W: 117mm  
x 

H: 154mm

Advert sizes

* A £20 premium will be charged for all summer issues due to a higher distribution

Estimated annual 
readership 

67,200



“Our first advert in the 
Margate Mercury was in 
the spring of 2018 and we 
haven’t looked back. While 
so many print publications 
have sadly fallen by the 
wayside, the Mercury 
continues to be a shining 
example of what’s possible 
in terms of editorial, 
photography and purpose. 
We have had work through 
our advert but our main 
reason for advertising is to 
show our support for the 
Mercury and the manner 
in which it draws our local 
community together.”

 
ian priston,  
boys & maughan

Margate Mercury 

“It can usually be difficult 
to understand how well 
advertising works, so  
when clients say they saw 
my ad in the Ramsgate 
Recorder, it’s great to know 
it’s working.” 

Hannah Rzysko

Life Coach and  
Yoga Therapist

Ramsgate Recorder

“Bubble have advertised 
within all Brightside 
Publications magazines 
for over a year now to 
predominantly increase 
brand awareness locally.

The publications offer a 
key target audience for us 
and in turn have seen an 
increase in local enquiries 
and web searches since we 
started advertising.”

 
BEN ROWE,  
Bubble Studios

All Brightside publications 

Testimonials

A big shout out to  
@folkestonefoghorn. I 
have just got a commission 
from a visitor to Folkestone 
who picked up a magazine 
in @chaoscards and was 
inspired by my plaques 
on The Old High Street 
Folkestone article, and 
wants to mirror it in his 
North London street. 
Super excited to be doing 
this. It will form a history 
trail walk to talk about 
the towns heritage and 
business's 100 years ago.

 
Simon warrren,  
Here Before Us

Folkestone Foghorn

Contact
Jen Brammer | jen@brightsidepublishing.com | 07900588475

Sophie Batchelor | sophie@brightsidepublishing.com | 07534410401  
 
 

brightsidepublishing.com 


